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A subjective view from the chairman 
As usual it has been a very busy year, but it is difficult to see what we have achieved.    We cannot 

build cycle routes and networks,  but we can inform the public and influence decision makers.    At 

Cycle Basingstoke I have misspent countless hours on replying to consultations and planning 

applications, replies which are not read by our councillors unless they are cc’d and which are ignored 

by officers as the suggestions are inconvenient and cost money in the short term. 

Cycle Basingstoke can no longer afford to spend so much time on this demoralising and 

unproductive work.  At the CB AGM we need to explore other ways of influencing the council whilst 

activating and empowering our supporters. 

Cycling Uk is a constitutional consultee on cycling at national and local level.  Heather is the local 

Cycling Uk representative for Basingstoke and Deane.  She has made herself more representative of 

cycling interests by initiating Cycle Basingstoke, a community campaign group affiliated to Cycling 

Uk.  Membership of Cycling Uk is optional for CB supporters.  CB support and feedback is essential to 

Heather in her role as Cycling Uk rep.   

The Borough prefers to quote CB, a local group, rather than Cycling Uk, whilst in replies to planning 

applications CB is listed in the category of neighbour comments, frequently omitting CB and just 

giving the name of Heather Rainbow, worse still  most of the comment is removed or abbreviated.  

To avoid this Heather posted a full paper copy for the Island site application, it appeared briefly as a 

scanned document from Heather, not CB, but has since been removed.  We have already 

complained we only get notices of changes to footpaths when there are changes to a rural dwelling, 

but do not get notices of important changes to the road network for major housing, industrial or 

retail sites.  The council said this was too difficult to do. In the meantime we miss many important 

planning applications such as the ones near the hospital and Razor’s farm. Heather will be getting 

advice from Cycling Uk on how to resolve this.    

Networking and communication  
We need to engage more with the general public, businesses and sports clubs.   

a. Both North Hants Road Club and Hatch Warren cycling clubs are now affiliated to CB.  At a 

cycle social organised by Hatch Warren we had huge applause when we said we were 

campaigning for a cycle superhighway down the A30.   

b. We had a reduced footfall at the Green Week stall, probably because of inclement weather 

as it was much later in the year.  The usual feedback was about the lack of cycle routes, 

signage and maps. 

c. We successfully applied for a stand at the Festival of Transport where we generated a lot of 

interest.  Many thanks to Pankhurst Cycles and North Hants RC for providing bikes for 

display.   

d. We attended another  “Horizon 2050” event, this time for business and distributed a 

prototype cycling manifesto for business to the attendees. The manifesto committed 
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business to lobbying the highways and planning authority for cycle friendly infrastructure so 

that their employees could cycle to work.    

e. In October 2018 Sony International in Basingstoke staged a Healthy Living week.  We had a 

stand during the lunch hour and we are hopeful that the chief executive might be interested 

in the manifesto.  A manager from Stuttgart was very keen to take away our blueprints for 

Space for Cycling to help campaigners in Germany!    

f. We are also teaming up with Kevin Laing who is chairman of Basingstoke Sports Council.  

Many children cannot participate in sporting activities as they have no transport and they 

cannot cycle to them as there are no safe, convenient cycle routes.  At our public events the 

complaint is always about lack of cycle friendly infrastructure and no cycle maps.  People tell 

us they would like to cycle but cannot because of fear of motor traffic and that sharing with 

pedestrians on pavements is unsatisfactory. 

g. For the last year Heather has been chairman of both SWAG (South West Action Group which 

campaigns for sustainable infrastructure to support housing in the right locations) and also 

of Cycle Basingstoke.  SWAG used facebook to mount a successful social media campaign 

which attracted lots of people to a public meeting as well as getting people to sign a petition 

against a motorway service station.  At the SWAG public most members of the public had no 

idea what was happening in their area or who to contact about their concerns.  People’s top 

priority was transport and it was obvious that the roads and car parks would be unable to 

cope with increased number of households. Number one concern of all people was transport 

and the proposed answers were inadequate.  Like CB SWAG has concentrated on informing 

the public and influencing decision makers, but to be effective we need to move to engaging 

and enabling the public using social media, petitions and crowd emailing.  

h. Cycle Basingstoke was involved initially with research for the new cycle map, but when it 

became apparent that our criteria for an effective map was not being used, we withdrew our 

help.  We will wait to see what sort of map is produced and then consider fund raising in 

order to produce our own map. 

New developments  
Main issues remain the same as last year 

A30 news  

Hampshire County Council promised a cycle superhighway along the A30 at the Public Inquiry into 

the Local Plan.  We were informed in September 2018  that if there is money left over from the 

Brighton Hill roundabout scheme, some of it will be used for a cycle route.  We get the impression 

that it will be shared use footpaths and pavements, not bi-lateral but unilateral switching alternately 

from one side of the road to the other – slow and tortuous, not an attractive alternative to the car.  

There seems to be every intention to repeat the mistakes already made this year at the Island site 

and Long Acre housing. No cycle route will be provided for the Island Site, despite there being space 

on the site for one.  We alerted county and borough councillors to the issues, and because we 

objected at the committee stage it was debated for several hours.  However the application was 

passed on the assumption that the Cycle Strategy would solve the problem, even though there are 

no plans and no funding for a cycle route in the Strategy.  

Manydown news 

We asked for multiple access points into/out of Manydown as well as various cycle routes to key 

destinations such as the surrounding countryside, the town centre, stations, hospital, schools and 

places of work.  The new outline planning application says there will be four fast large roundabouts 

providing 2  car access points but no cycle provision.   A third access point for cars will have traffic 



lights and a zig zag route across the junction for pedestrians which cyclists are expected to use.  

There will be no new cycle routes, cyclists will be expected to use existing footpaths and pavements, 

with frequent switching from one side of the B3400 to the other.  It is expected that 80% of 

commuter traffic will be in cars and that it will be possible to double the existing 1% of cycle traffic.  

How this is possible when car traffic has been prioritised is a mystery. 

Brighton Hill roundabout 

This is the bright point in the year with some changes which will actually benefit cycling.  However 

the new cycle route along the A30 is unilateral and necessitates frequent crossings of the main road 

when it switches sides.  There is no cycle route provided along the Western Way and Harrow Way 

arms, both arterial routes to schools, shops and employment. 

Harrow Way and St Michaels Retail Park on Winchester road 

A short section of pavement https://www.openstreetmap.org/way/23824892#map=16/51.2518/-

1.1061 has been rebuilt on Harrow Way to provide shared use for cyclists and pedestrians.  There is 

no cycle connection to the new retail park, and no connection to the NCN23, Harriet Costello or 

Viables industrial park.  The new St Michael Retail Park is now open, with cycle parking near the 

Winchester road entrance, and cycle racks outside Aldi.  The retail park is a handy cut through to 

avoid Brighton Hill roundabout for cyclists wanting to go from Harrow Way to Western Way!  

However the Winchester road exit requires  cyclists to climb a kerb next to the cycle racks and turn 

left up the narrow steep road leading to  Brighton Hill Retail Park and the McDonalds Drive Through!  

New cycle pavements on Winchester road are totally disconnected and fail to go as far as either Hill 

View or Winchester road roundabout.  Totally unusable unless you continue illegally on the 

pavement which is no different in standard to the cycle pavement!!    

Our achievements: 
 Improved networking with other groups – business, sports clubs, SWAG, Kempshott 

community plan, Natural Basingstoke  

 Expanded communication with the general public – we exhibited at the Transport Festival. 

 We have updated and changed our website to a wix site so that it is easier for more people 
to contribute to the site as well as having items on facebook.  Many thanks to Simon for his 
enthusiasm and hard work and advice from Stephen. 

 Agreement from local councillors to lobby HCC for better cycle infrastructure.  Date of 
meeting not yet fixed 

Our immediate fears 
 
Local government is not transparent and our voice is being stifled by the bureaucratic process.   
 
Reserved matters 
Planning applications are often granted with Cycle Infrastructure as a “reserved matter”. This detail 
is discussed behind closed doors.   We have no influence on what is actually decided. 

Main opportunities 
Working with Basingstoke Transition Network and New Economics to learn how to gain more 

members and activate the public. 

Air pollution is a major threat to health.  More cycling could help solve this problem.  Business is 

adversely affected by congestion, more cycling could solve this problem too. 

Conclusion 
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Campaigning is extremely time consuming.  We need more active members and to change our 
tactics. 
 
Heather Rainbow  
chair of Cycle Basingstoke, a local campaign group affiliated to Cycling UK 
Local Right to Ride representative for Cycling UK 
campaign representative with Cycling UK North Hampshire. 
 
With input from CB  members.   
October 2018 
 
 

Acronyms 

 
BDBC Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (the planning authority) 
BSK Basingstoke abbreviation used by railway companies 
BTN  Basingstoke Transition Network 
HCC Hampshire County Council (the transport authority) 
LEP  LEP M3 is the Local Enterprise Partnership made up of businesses with support from councils.  It 
receives money from the Economic Growth Fund administered by Central Government.   
SWAG South West Action Group  
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